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winner of the lincoln prize oakes brilliantly succeeds in clarifying the aims of
the war with a wholly new perspective david brion davis new york review of
books freedom national  is  a groundbreaking history of  emancipation that
joins the political initiatives of lincoln and the republicans in congress with the
courageous  actions  of  union  soldiers  and runaway  slaves  in  the  south  it
shatters the widespread conviction that the civil war was first and foremost a
war  to  restore  the  union  and  only  gradually  when  it  became  a  military
necessity a war to end slavery these two aims liberty and union one and
inseparable were intertwined in republican policy from the very start of the
war by summer 1861 the federal government invoked military authority to
begin freeing slaves immediately and without slaveholder compensation as
they fled to union lines in the disloyal south in the loyal border states the
republicans  tried coaxing officials  into  gradual  abolition with  promises  of
compensation and the colonization abroad of freed blacks james oakes shows
that lincoln s landmark 1863 proclamation marked neither the beginning nor
the end of emancipation it  triggered a more aggressive phase of military
emancipation sending union soldiers onto plantations to entice slaves away
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and enlist the men in the army but slavery proved deeply entrenched with
slaveholders  determined  to  re  enslave  freedmen  left  behind  the  shifting
union lines lincoln feared that the war could end in union victory with slavery
still intact the thirteenth amendment that so succinctly abolished slavery was
no formality it was the final act in a saga of immense war social upheaval and
determined political leadership fresh and compelling this magisterial history
offers a new understanding of the death of slavery and the rebirth of a nation

a  description  of  the  many  varied  roles  african  americans  played  in  the
american civil war

the declaration of independence proclaimed freedom for americans from the
domination of great britain yet for millions of african americas caught up in a
brutal system of racially based slavery freedom would be denied for ninety
additional years until the ratification of the thirteenth amendment to the u s
constitution freedom s delay america s struggle for emancipation 1776 1865
probes  the  slow  painful  yet  ultimately  successful  crusade  to  end  slavery
throughout the nation north and south this work fills an important gap in the
literature  of  slavery  s  demise  unlike  other  authors  who  focus  largely  on
specific time periods or regional areas allen carden presents a thematically
structured  national  synthesis  of  emancipation  freedom  s  delay  offers  a
comprehensive  and  unique  overview  of  the  process  of  manumission
commencing in 1776 when slavery was a national  institution not just  the
southern experience known historically by most americans in this volume the
entire country is examined and major emancipatory efforts political literary
legal moral and social made by black and white free and enslaved individuals
are documented over the years from independence through the ratification
of the thirteenth amendment freedom s delay dispels many of the myths
about  slavery  and  abolition  including  that  racial  servitude  was  of  little
consequence in the north and where it did exist it ended quickly and easily
that abolition was a white man s cause and blacks were passive recipients of
liberty that the south seceded primarily to protect states rights not slavery
and that the north fought the civil war primarily to end the subjugation of
african americans by putting these misunderstandings aside this book reveals
what actually transpired in the fight for human rights during this critical era
carden s inclusion of a cogent preface and epilogue assures that freedom s
delay will  find a significant place in the literature of american slavery and
freedom  with  a  compelling  preface  and  epilogue  notes  illustrations  and
tables and a detailed bibliography this volume will be of great value not only
in courses on american history and african american history but also to the
general reading public allen carden is professor of history at fresno pacific
university in fresno california he is the author of puritan christianity in america
religion and life in seventeenth century massachusetts

as african americans in arkansas emerged from slavery in the aftermath of the
civil  war and the emancipation proclamation it  was the job o the federal
freedmen  s  bureau  to  help  them  build  bridges  to  freedom  the  bureau
supported former slaves as they assumed new names searched for lost family
members moved to new homes worked to provide for their families learned
to read and write formed and attended their own churches created their own
histories and myths and struggled to obtain land in this account of hte gains
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made by arkansas freedman during this period randy finley describes the
ways that blacks whites and bureau officials undertook their foles in a new
society and began to live the complex reality of freedom 1996 certificate of
commendation american association for state and local history

a brilliant and surprising account of the coming of the american civil  war
showing the crucial role of slaves who escaped to mexico the underground
railroad to the north promised salvation to many american slaves before the
civil war but thousands of people in the south central united states escaped
slavery not by heading north but by crossing the southern border into mexico
where  slavery  was  abolished  in  1837  in  south  to  freedom  historianalice  l
baumgartner tells  the story of  why mexico abolished slavery and how its
increasingly radical antislavery policies fueled the sectional crisis in the united
states southerners hoped that annexing texas and invading mexico in the
1840s would stop runaways and secure slavery s future instead the seizure of
alta california and nuevo méxico upset the delicate political balance between
free and slave states this is a revelatory and essential new perspective on
antebellum america and the causes of the civil war

from 1865 to 1869 freed slaves ezra ten years old at the end of the civil war and
his father deal with their newfound liberty traveling from their former master
s north carolina plantation to finally settle in a community of free blacks in
charleston

william h williams fills a gap in the literature on slavery in america this book is
the first comprehensive analysis of the peculiar institution in the first state an
excellent  text  for  courses  in  colonial  and  antebellum  history  slavery  and
freedom  in  delaware  provides  valuable  insight  into  this  unfortunate
unforgettable  period  in  the  nation  s  history

using a wide variety of primary sources examines the afro americans role in
the  contribution  to  the  union  and  confederacy  during  the  civil  war  the
resulting change in their position as citizens

whether  as  slaves  or  freedmen  the  political  and  social  status  of  african
americans has always been tied to their ability to participate in the nation s
economy freedom in the post civil war years did not guarantee equality and
african  americans  from  emancipation  to  the  present  have  faced  the
seemingly  insurmountable  task  of  erasing  pervasive  public  belief  in  the
inferiority of their race for jobs and freedom race and labor in america since
1865 describes the african american struggle to obtain equal rights in the
workplace and organized labor s response to their demands award winning
historian robert h zieger asserts that the promise of jobs was similar to the
forty acres and a mule restitution pledged to african americans during the
reconstruction  era  the  inconsistencies  between  rhetoric  and  action
encouraged  workers  both  men  and  women  to  organize  themselves  into
unions to fight against unfair hiring practices and workplace discrimination
though the path proved difficult unions gradually obtained rights for african
american  workers  with  prominent  leaders  at  their  fore  in  1925  a  philip
randolph formed the first black union the brotherhood of sleeping car porters
to fight against injustices committed by the pullman company an employer
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of  significant  numbers  of  african  americans  the  congress  of  industrial
organizations  cio  emerged  in  1935  and  its  population  quickly  swelled  to
include over 500 000 african american workers the most dramatic success
came in the 1960s with the establishment of  affirmative action programs
passage of  the civil  rights act of  1964 and title vii  enforcement measures
prohibiting employer discrimination based on race though racism and unfair
hiring practices still exist today motivated individuals and leaders of the labor
movement in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries laid the groundwork for
better conditions and greater opportunities unions with some sixteen million
members  currently  in  their  ranks  continue  to  protect  workers  against
discrimination in the expanding economy for jobs and freedom is the first
authoritative  treatment in  more than two decades of  the race and labor
movement  and  zieger  s  comprehensive  and  authoritative  book  will  be
standard reading on the subject for years to come

contrary to popular perception slavery persisted in the north well into the
nineteenth century this was especially the case in new jersey the last northern
state to pass an abolition statute in 1804 because of the nature of the law
which freed children born to enslaved mothers only after they had served
their mother s master for more than two decades slavery continued in new
jersey through the civil  war passage of the thirteenth amendment in 1865
finally destroyed its last vestiges the ragged road to abolition chronicles the
experiences of slaves and free blacks as well as abolitionists and slaveholders
during  slavery  s  slow  northern  death  abolition  in  new  jersey  during  the
american  revolution  was  a  contested  battle  in  which  constant  economic
devastation  and  fears  of  freed  blacks  overrunning  the  state  government
limited their ability to gain freedom new jersey s gradual abolition law kept at
least a quarter of the state s black population in some degree of bondage
until  the 1830s the sustained presence of slavery limited african american
community formation and forced jersey blacks to structure their households
around multiple gradations of freedom while allowing new jersey slaveholders
to participate in the interstate slave trade until the 1850s slavery s persistence
dulled white understanding of the meaning of black freedom and helped
whites to associate black with slave enabling the further marginalization of
new jersey s growing free black population by demonstrating how deeply
slavery influenced the political economic and social life of blacks and whites in
new jersey this illuminating study shatters the perceived easy dichotomies
between north and south or free states and slave states at the onset of the
civil war

from early in the civil war the sea islands of south carolina set the stage for an
exciting  experiment  in  freedpeople  s  independence  lowcountry  south
carolina is particularly significant not only for its aristocratic planters and its
high profile in the secession but for the degree of autonomy that the slaves
acquired during seasons of absentee proprietorship no place ever came closer
to  realizing  the  dream  of  forty  acres  and  a  mule  than  this  region  and
consequently  no place saw more vigorous struggles over  land possession
proving to the world their abilities to purchase lands to organize cooperatives
and to participate in political parties the african americans of the lowcountry
forged and fought for their own agrarian dreams a highlight of sea island
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history was the port royal experiment when northern volunteer missionaries
provided education to freedpeople and general rufus saxton actively initiated
sherman  s  field  orders  commandeering  the  coast  for  african  american
homesteaders when freedom gave them the chance this group embraced
education and democratic self rule with abilities that even their supporters
underestimated this is the true story of their triumphs and failures in the
struggle to claim the lands on which their forefathers toiled and died
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