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platonic romanticism had a dark underside from its inception romantic disillusionism
encompassing the gothic and the new demonic doppelganger the classical tradition s conflict
between plato and pyrrho foundationalism and scepticism optimism and pessimism was thus
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continued lord byron s was the most listened to and echoed voice of romantic disillusionism
in europe though by far not the only one this comparative study of a multiplicity of sceptical
english french german italian spanish russian polish and czech voices shows how traditional
pyrrhonic arguments were updated to suit the decades of the romantic movement surviving
as a subversive countercurrent to later victorianism and resurging in the literature of the
decadence and fin de siecle

in the early 1980s the late charles b schmitt and i discussed the fact that so much new
research and new interpretations were taking place concerning various areas of modem
skepticism that we as pioneers ought to organize a conference where these new findings and
outlooks could be presented and discussed charles and i had both visited the great library at
wolfenbiittel and were most happy when the herzog august bibliothek agreed to host the first
conference on the history of skepticism in 1984 published as skepticism from the renaissance
to the enlightenment ed r h popkin and charles b schmitt wiesbaden 1987 wolfenbiitteler for
schungen vol 35 charles and i projected a series of later conferences the first of which would
deal with skepticism and irreligion in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries unfortunately
however charles died suddenly in 1986 while lecturing in padua subsequent to his death
constance blackwell his companion of many years established the foundation for intellectual
history to support research and publica tion on topics in the history of ideas that continued
schmitt s interests one of the first ventures was to arrange and fund the already planned
conference on skepticism and irreligion in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries after
many difficulties and problems the conference was sponsored and funded by the foundation
for intel lectual history one of its first public activities it was held at the lovely facilities of the
netherlands institute for advanced studies in wassenaar in 1990

this work presents a portrait of nietzsche as the skeptic par excellence in the modern period
by demonstrating how a careful and informed understanding of ancient pyrrhonism
illuminates his reflections on truth knowledge and morality as well as the very nature and
value of philosophic inquiry

the impact of nietzsche s engagement with the greek skeptics has never before been
systematically explored in a book length work an inattention that belies the interpretive
weight scholars otherwise attribute to his early career as a professor of classical philology
and to the fascination with greek literature and culture that persisted throughout his
productive academic life jessica n berry fills this gap in the literature on nietzsche by
demonstrating how an understanding of the pyrrhonian skeptical tradition illuminates
nietzsche s own reflections on truth knowledge and ultimately the nature and value of
philosophic inquiry this entirely new reading of nietzsche s epistemological and ethical views
promises to make clear and render coherent his provocative but often opaque remarks on
the topics of truth and knowledge and to grant us further insight into his ethics since the
greek skeptics like nietzsche take up the position they do as a means of promoting well being
and psychological health in addition it allows us to recover a portrait of nietzsche as a
philologist and philosophical psychologist that has been too often obscured by commentaries
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on his thought the book addresses a number of central issues in nietzsche s philosophy
including perspectivism and his conception of truth the idea that his views in these areas owe
much to the ancient pyrrhonists casts them in an important new light and is well supported
by the texts a lot of people from a lot of different areas in philosophy will have good reason to

take notice richard bett johns hopkins university
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